
celebrate Mass regularly 
for the boys. 

As you can see, we cele-
brate Candlemas this 
week, on Thursday. I want 
to invite as many people as 
possible to come together 
for the celebration of this 
great feast at the Masses at 
St Joseph’s and English 
Martyrs’. I often think that 
there MUST be more peo-
ple who could come to 
Mass and help our weekday 
Masses be better celebra-
tions. As you see below, 
we also celebrate St Wer-
burgh, the saint of Tren-
tham, this week. She re-
minds us that holiness is 
not a far off goal but some-
thing which is not only a 
call for all of us, but an 
attainable one at that, if we 
are open to the grace that 
comes from a true personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

Today I will be preaching 
the latest homily on our 
Church Renovation. I hope 
that this is of interest to 
everyone. This is NOT an 
initiative for a small group 
of people in our parish. It 
involves each parish and 
every parishioner. It is 
about our future. Our fu-
ture is only secure if it is 
blessed by God, and if we 
obey the call of Christ to 
be missionary disciples.  

This week is an important 
one for the Renovation of 
our parishes. This Saturday 
we will begin our first Al-
pha at St Joseph’s. This 
Alpha course is for every-
one: for those who come 
to Mass, and for those who 
don’t. It is for people who 
are Catholic and those who 
aren’t. You may not yet 
have participated in any-
thing to do with our parish 

Renovation yet, other than 
prayed for it. This week I 
would like to invite each of 
you to take an Alpha invi-
tation card, and think 
whether God is calling you 
to come on this, and who 
he might be waiting for 
you to invite. And above 
all keep praying for the 
success of this. Pray for 
those who will come and 
for our group of leaders 
and helpers who are really 
eager to begin. 

In order to be able to 
spend more time on parish 
work and especially on the 
initiatives that arise from 
Renovation, like Alpha, 
this weekend has been my 
last celebrating Mass at 
Werrington Young Of-
fenders’ Institute. I have 
enjoyed going there, and 
hopefully another priest 
will be able to volunteer to 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Werburgh 

c 650-699 
Werburgh was a princess 
of the kingdom of Mercia, 
the modern-day Midlands. 
She was born in Stone, and 
was given her teaching in 
the faith by St Chad, before 
becoming a nun at Ely. She 
founded a number of reli-
gious houses. When her 
brother became king, he 
entrusted her with improv-

ing the religious life of all 
the convents of the king-
dom. There are many leg-
ends connected with St 
Werburgh, the most fa-
mous being the legend of 
the goose with which she is 
often portrayed. She died 
at Trentham, and was bur-
ied at Hanbury near Bur-
ton. Her shrine was hon-
oured in Chester Cathedral 
until the Reformation. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 28th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Alison Reynolds-Harrington 

Sunday 29th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Michael Flatley 

Fourth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael & Mick Fryer 

the Year  1.00pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Michael Fleming 

Monday 30th 9.15am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Feria   6.00pm   Novena Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 31st 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St John Bosco 9.15am    Holy Mass Timothy Child 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 1st   12noon  Holy Mass Mark Foden 

Feria       

Thursday 2nd  9.30am   Holy Mass (in church) Holy Souls 

Presentation of the    1.30pm Requiem Mass James Caton RIP 

Lord (Candlemas) 6.00pm    Holy Mass Catherine & Leonard Johnson 

Friday 3rd   9.30am  Holy Mass Donald Green 

St Werburgh    6.00pm Holy Mass Timothy Child 

First Friday    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Our Lady 10.30am    Holy Mass Pat Stokes 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Joan Wareham 

Sunday 5th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Catherine Turner 

Fifth Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Irene Aylward 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Saturday 4th  9.00am   ALPHA  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for these intentions: 

St John’s: Agnes Coates & the Burns Family; Mary 
Welsh; Sheila Baron 
St Joseph’s: Michael & John Goulding 
St Patrick’s: Mykoloz Pope & his Family 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicat-
ed for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
There will be no Surgery 
Hour this Monday. Fr 
Julian will be available on 
Monday 6th February 
from 7pm to 8pm at the 
Presbytery. There is no 
need to make an appoint-
ment. 

Pope’s Intentions for February 

Please join in praying for the Pope’s intentions for 
the month 

Comfort for the Afflicted That all those 
who are afflicted, especially the poor, refu-
gees, and marginalised, may find welcome 
and comfort in our communities. 
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PASTORAL 
Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
of the SVP will be on Friday 3rd Feb-
ruary at 2pm at 77 Liverpool Road. 

Service at Ravenswood  We will 
be holding a short service for the 
residents of Ravenswood Care 
Home, Kidsgrove on 31st January, 
10.30am to 11am. This will be a reg-
ular monthly service. Any parishion-
ers who feel called to come and share 
the joy of faith are most welcome to 
be part of this ministry. 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome  
There will be a meeting at St Joseph’s 
Church on Sunday 12th February  at 
4.30pm to begin planning for this 
pilgrimage. Would all young people 
and their parents please come along 
to that meeting. If you cannot make it 
then please let Fr Julian know. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
This year we will be taking a group to 
Lourdes to coincide with the Dioce-
san pilgrimage. This will be from 
Saturday 27th May to Friday 2nd 
June 2017. We will be travelling by 
coach from Stoke early morning on 
Saturday, and then travelling by Eu-
rostar and TGV to Lourdes, arriving 
in the evening. Accommodation at 
the Stella Matutina hotel in Lourdes 
on full board. There is the full Dioce-

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of James Caton. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
his soul on Thursday 2nd February at 
1.30pm at St Patrick’s Church fol-
lowed by burial at Biddulph Ceme-
tery. 

Please pray also for the soul of Mi-
chael Murray. The Requiem Mass 
will be offered for the repose of his 
soul on Thursday 9th February at 
12noon at St Joseph’s Church fol-
lowed by burial at Tunstall Ceme-
tery. 

Requiescant in pace 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
Alpha is coming! 

The time has come! 
We begin our first 
Alpha on Saturday this 
week. It is happening 
at St Joseph’s at 9am. 

It finishes at 10.45am. Today at 
Mass, you’ll be handed an invitation 
to Alpha. This invitation is firstly for 
you. Every one of us needs to have 
our faith become a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. This is what 
Alpha helps us to do. Alpha is also 
about inviting other people to come 
and find Jesus too. So we ask you to 
hand the invitation card also to some-
one who is not part of our practising 
Catholic community. Our Alpha 

team has been preparing for a few 
weeks to start this first Alpha in our 
parish. We ask you to pray for the 
team and for all who respond to the 
call. Keep this Alpha in your prayers 
throughout the course. 

Renovation discussion groups 

The groups will meet again this week 
however, there will be no group 
meeting on Tuesday morning. It 
would be great if those who normally 
come on Tuesday morning could 
come on either Sunday 5pm at St 
Patrick’s or on Wednesday 7.30pm 
at St Joseph’s. This meeting will look 
at the way we approach the prepara-
tion for and receiving of the Sacra-
ments. If you haven’t taken part yet, 
do come along and join in. If you 

want the book please see Fr Julian. 

What next? 

The discussion groups have identified 
that the first practical measure we 
can take (beyond starting up Alpha) is 
to develop a Welcome Ministry in 
each of our churches. This is not the 
same as giving out the hymn books 
and bulletins, which is already done 
by great volunteers. This is more to 
do with greeting newcomers and 
making them feel welcome, getting 
their details, greeting regular parish-
ioners by name and getting to know 
them. It can also be recognising who 
isn’t around. Please pray and see if 
this is something you feel God could 
be calling you to. We’ll be arranging 
a training day in the near future. 

san pilgrimage programme. The max-
imum price is £670 per person based 
on two or three people sharing. Sin-
gle room supplements apply. Book-
ings now being taken for a £100 de-
posit. Please contact the parish office.  

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi From Saturday 21st  to Friday 
27th October we are offering a pil-
grimage to Rome and Assisi. Flying 
from Manchester to Rome, we will 
stay at the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome 
for 4 nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole 
in Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes 
the Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person based on 
sharing. Single room supplement is 
£150. Half board basis. For bookings 
or enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Adoration Day The day of Adora-
tion for Vocations at St Joseph’s will 
be Monday 6th February. The day of 
Adoration will begin at 9.30am and 
will end with Benediction at 5.45pm, 
and Mass at 6pm. There is a list to 
sign up for a time of watching and 
Adoration.  

Mitchell Drive, Butt Lane starting at 
10.30am. If a lift is required please 
phone Janet on 782410 or Jean on 
772983. 

Lunch Club The Lunch Club, run 
by Father Hudson’s Care, takes place 
every Friday at Congleton Rd Com-
munity Centre, Butt Lane, from 
11am to 1.30pm. The cost is £4.50 
and includes a light 3 course lunch 
with games and activities. A chance 
to meet people and make new 
friends. For more information call 
Matt on 07587 034299. 

Cuppa & Chat There will be Cuppa 
& Chat on Monday 30th January at 2 



Entrance Antiphon: Save us, O Lord our God. 
And gather us from the nations, to give thanks 
to your holy name and make it our glory to 
praise you. 
Response to the Psalm: How happy are the poor 
in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Blessed 
are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for 
revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to 
mere children. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays II 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: Let your face shine on 
your servant. Save me in your merciful love. 
O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 
call on you. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Fourth Sunday of the Year (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 700         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£374.10, Non-Gift Aid £227.21, 
Total £601.31.   
Goldenhill Gift Aid £248.00, Non-
Gift Aid £180.53, Total £428.53.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £218.65, Non-
Gift Aid £179.23, Total £397.88.  

Second Collections: Next Week 
There will be a second collection for 
Pro-Life. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 5:1-12 

The Beatitudes mark the fulfilment of God's covenant promise to 
Abraham—that through his descendants all the nations of the world 
would receive God's blessings. Through the wisdom that Jesus 
speaks today, He bestows the Father's blessings upon "the poor in 
spirit." God has chosen to bless the weak and lowly, those foolish 
and despised in the eyes of the world, Paul says in today's Epistle. 
The poor in spirit are those who know that nothing they do can 
merit God's mercy and grace. The Beatitudes reveal the divine path 
and purpose for our lives. All our striving should be for these vir-
tues—to be poor in spirit; meek and clean of heart; merciful and 
makers of peace; seekers of the righteousness that comes from liv-
ing by the law of Kingdom. The path the Lord sets before us today 
is one of trials and persecution. But He promises comfort in our 
mourning and a great reward. The Kingdom we have inherited is no 
earthly territory, but the promised land of heaven.  

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 
April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

Mass for School Staff The annual 
CATSC Mass for teachers, school 
staff and governors will be on Tues-
day 31st January at 7pm at St Grego-
ry’s Church Longton. All staff and 
governors are invited to attend. 

This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.79 H Brown; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.78 K Chappell; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.161 N Cook. Monthly Draw: 1st 
Prize £75, No.97 J Green; 2nd Prize 
£50, No.100 M Smith; 3rd Prize 
£25, No.131 E Bettany. Reminder 
Monthly subs are due next week. 
Numbers are always available to new 
members.  

APF Red Boxes This is a notice for 
Biddulph and Packmoor parishioners 
only. Please bring your Red Boxes to 
church during February to be emp-
tied and counted. Thank you. 

Interested in youth work? There 
will be an information evening for 
anyone interested in applying for 
employment and volunteering posi-
tions in the youth ministry of the 
Archdiocese (Alton Castle, Soli 
House, BCYS…). The evening is on 
Wednesday 15th February at 7pm at 
Alton Castle. 

parish prayer for  
renovation 

Loving Father, You so loved the 
world that you sent us your only Son, 

that we might believe in him and 
have eternal life.  

May we encounter Jesus Christ anew 
this day and live the Good News with 

joy.  
Though the power of the Holy Spirit, 
help us to “go out to the whole world 

and proclaim” our faith with confi-
dence.  

Give us the courage to witness to the 
Joy of the Gospel by our words and 

actions.  
Help our parish to become more 

welcoming and missionary, so that 
you may be known and loved by all 

people.  
We make this prayer through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

Hospital Chaplaincy Service 

As a result of changes to the computer system at the Royal Stoke University Hos-
pital, Fr Michael, the Hospital Chaplain, will no longer be able to search for in-
formation on Catholic patients. If you have relatives or friends in hospital you 
will need to contact Fr Michael directly at the chaplaincy office on 01782 676400 
and leave him a message. Please do not assume the ward staff will notify him.  


